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• For North America, recent yearly demand of 7mn-7.5mn t/yr is being  
 

imports from the South America, Middle East and Africa regions. 
Additional demand, as noted, has potential and is expected, but not until 
late this decade.

• The capacity of existing methanol units, restarts, relocations and new 
units underway in North America totalled almost 6mn t/yr as 2015 ended. 
Announced future capacities could be in excess of 6mn t/yr. Other new  
capacity intentions have slowed, but could add another 5mn-10mn t/yr. 
Current analysis shows the key US projects underway, plus those  
announced, will surpass domestic US demand by the 2019 timeframe.

• The overage of methanol in North America will be exported, as well as 
having backed-out nearly all current imports. Supplies imported into 
North America will likewise pursue other export destinations, or strongly 
defend existing market share.

• China (and to a lesser extent India) will continue to be the global  
methanol demand movers. Methanol exported from North America and 

With little additional new global methanol facilities announced outside of 
North America through the forecast period, the methanol bubble in North 
America should dissipate in the early years of the new decade. 

Argus JJ&A Global Methanol Annual 2016 

argusmedia.com/consulting

15 
17 
19 
27 

Section 1: Introduction 
Section 2: Executive summary 
Section 3: Global energy and economy overview 
Section 4: Global methanol review 

Chapter 4.1: Summary/highlights 27 
Chapter 4.2: Demand 31 
Chapter 4.3: Supply 34 
Chapter 4.4: World trade 38 
Chapter 4.5: World supply and demand balances 40 

 North America methanol review 41 Section 5:
Chapter 5.1: Summary/highlights 41 
Chapter 5.2: Demand 45 
Chapter 5.3: Supply 48 
Chapter 5.4: Trade 51 
Chapter 5.5: Regional supply and demand balances 53 

 South America 57 Section 6:
Chapter 6.1: Summary/highlights 57 
Chapter 6.2: Demand 61 
Chapter 6.3: Supply 63 
Chapter 6.4: Trade 66 
Chapter 6.5: Regional supply and demand balances 69 



Argus JJ&A Global Methanol Annual 2016 

argusmedia.com/consulting

 West Europe 79 Section 7:
Chapter 7.1: Summary/highlights 79 
Chapter 7.2: Demand 83 
Chapter 7.3: Supply 86 
Chapter 7.4: Trade 88 
Chapter 7.5: Regional supply and demand balances 93 

 Central Europe 111 Section 8:
Chapter 8.1: Summary/highlights 111 
Chapter 8.2: Demand 114 
Chapter 8.3: Supply 115 
Chapter 8.4: Trade 117 
Chapter 8.5: Regional supply and demand balances 120 

 Russia/FSU Region 131 Section 9:
Chapter 9.1: Summary/highlights 131 
Chapter 9.2: Demand 134 
Chapter 9.3: Supply 135 
Chapter 9.4: Trade 137 
Chapter 9.5: Regional supply and demand balances 140 

 Middle East 151 Section 10:
Chapter 10.1: Summary/highlights 151 
Chapter 10.2: Demand 154 
Chapter 10.3: Supply 155 
Chapter 10.4: Trade 157 
Chapter 10.5: Regional supply and demand balances 160 

 Africa 171 Section 11:
Chapter 11.1: Summary/highlights 171 
Chapter 11.2: Demand 174 
Chapter 11.3: Supply 175 
Chapter 11.4: Trade 177 
Chapter 11.5: Regional supply and demand balances 179 

 India subcontinent 187 Section 12:
Chapter 12.1: Summary/highlights 187 
Chapter 12.2: Demand 190 
Chapter 12.3: Supply 191 
Chapter 12.4: Trade 193 
Chapter 12.5: Regional supply and demand balances 195 



Argus JJ&A Global Methanol Annual 2016 

argusmedia.com/consulting

 Southeast Asia/Oceania 199 Section 13:
Chapter 13.1: Summary/highlights 199 
Chapter 13.2: Demand 202 
Chapter 13.3: Supply 203 
Chapter 13.4: Trade 205 
Chapter 13.5: Regional supply and demand balances 208 

 Northeast Asia 219 Section 14:
Chapter 14.1: Summary/highlights 219 
Chapter 14.2: Demand 224 
Chapter 14.3: Supply 228 
Chapter 14.4: Trade 231 
Chapter 14.5: Regional supply and demand balances 233 

 Global methanol capacity tables 239 Section 15:



Copyright © 2016 Argus Media Ltdilluminating the markets

Argus Media Singapore Group Pte Ltd
50 Raffles Place, #10-01 Singapore Land Tower Singapore 048623
Tel: +65 6496 9898  |  Web: www.argusmedia.com  |  Email: singapore@argusmedia.com

Trademark notice:
ARGUS, the ARGUS logo, ARGUS MEDIA, ARGUS DIRECT, ARGUS OPEN MARKETS, AOM, FMB, DEWITT, JIM JORDAN & ASSOCIATES, JJ&A, FUNDALYTICS,  METAL-PAGES, METALPRICES.COM, Argus publication 
titles and Argus index names are trademarks of Argus Media Limited. Visit www.argusmedia.com/trademarks for more information.


